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List of abbreviations

AChE  acetylcholinesterase
ACN  acetonitrile
AD  Alzheimer’s disease
APCI  atmospheric-pressure chemical ionization
BSA  bovine serum albumin
BTHA  N-butyramide-tacrine
CE  capillary electrophoresis
CE-LIF  capillary electrophoresis–laser-induced fluorescence
CNS  central nervous system
CSF  cerebrospinal fluid
DHB  2,5-dihydroxy benzoic acid
ECD  electrochemical detection
EI  electron impact
ESI-MS  electrospray ionization–mass spectrometry
EASY  Easy ambient sonic spray ionization
FASS  field-amplified sampling stacking
FDA  food and drug administration
GI  gastrointestinal tract
ICH  International Conference on Harmonisation
MALDI-TOF matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization–time-of-flight
MEKC  micellar eletrokinetic chromatography
n.d.  not determined
OVM  ovomucoid
PDA  photodiode array
PNS  peripheral nervous system
RBITC  rhodamine B isothiocyanate
RH  relative humidity
SOS  sodium octylsulphonate
SPME  solid phase micro extraction 
SRM  selected reaction monitoring
TCA  trichloroacetic acid 
TFA  trifluoroacetic acid
TSP  thermospray



156

Appendices Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements

After four years I have quite a list of people to thank who contributed in some way or another 
to my thesis. I cannot name every single one of them, but to name a few who I am particular 
thankful to;

First of all I would like to thank Prof. Dr. Hubertus Irth for giving me the opportunity to 
work in his team and allowing me to have this amazing experience in the Netherlands. 

I would like to thank Prof. Dr. Wilfried Niessen for the enthusiasm and inspiration. Thank 
you for always being there when I needed it. Thank you for all the support and for your help 
to assure the quality of my papers. 

I am very grateful to Dr. Henk Lingeman for all the support and for the many advices in 
chromatography. Without your advices probably I would be still struggling. 

I am very grateful to Dr. Martin Giera for giving me the confidence to explore my research 
interests and for the guidance to avoid getting lost in my exploration. Thank you for the time 
spent on my papers, posters and presentations and for the nice time spent in Amsterdam with 
you, Anna and Paul. 

Many thanks to Dr. Jeroen Kool for all the support and for introducing me the ‘world’ of 
online screening.  Thank you for guiding me and to be always available to help me to solve 
problems during the setup of my bioassays. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the European Union high level scholarship program 
(Alban), which was my sponsor for three years of my PhD research and also the staff in par-
ticular to Ana Fonseca and Rita Miranda, who helped me with a lot of burocracy papers during 
my period as an “Albanista”.  

In my daily work I have been blessed with a friendly and cheerful group: The girls: Linda, 
Michele and Kim thank you for all the support and for the nice time spent in Holland.  The 
VU borrels will be unforgettable!  The guys: Ben and Marek “muito obrigada” for all the support 
with mass spectrometry, for the nice lunch times at the main building and for the nice time 
spent in Holland. Niels Martha and Ferry my roommates, thank you for the support and for 
being wonderful roommates. Ansgar and Jon: the time in Copenhagen at ULLA summer school 
will be unforgettable! David and Lisa thank you for introducing me ‘Jugger’, I think that I won’t 
be able to do it in Brazil, but it was an interesting experience . D.P. (hey mano ;-)) and Reggy 
thanks for the nice time in Holland, but pronouncing correctly the name “Reggy” remains a 
challenge to me ;-). Niels Jonker and Mark thank you for the nice time spent together. The 
HPLC congress in Gent will be memorable! 

I am very grateful to my students (Ismail, Jordy, Max and Wouter), for their contribution 
to this work and for their enthusiasm in the lab to achieve the best results. 

I would like to thank also the colleagues of the spectroscopy department (Cees, Freek, Gert, 
Cecilia, Inge, Ivonne, Lineke, Silvia and Joost), for the support, the nice times spent at Lunteren 
and ACAS trips, and for the nice chats in the hall. 



157

Appendices Acknowledgements

Many thanks to Gisèle, who helped me with a lot of paper work. Thanks to Dik and Pim (in 
memoriam), who helped me during practical courses. 

Special thanks to Elwin, from the department of organic chemistry, for borrowing me some 
glassware much needed for my experiments, and for the nice time ‘Nederlands spreken’. I am 
very grateful to Frans de Kanter for his help with the NMR experiments.  I also would like to 
thanks all the colleagues of Molecular Toxicology for the nice time spent together, in particu-
lar Jelle and Jeroen Lasdrager who were always helpful when I needed perform experiments 
in their laboratory.

Also special thanks to the colleagues outside the VU and ex-VU students (Felipe, Hans, Jan 
Carel, Johannes, Laura, Sego and the Spanish league (big Ana, small Ana, Zack, Leonor and 
Carlos)), for the nice time spent in Holland, Valencia and London. 

I am thankful to all the staff of VU University Amsterdam for providing kind support 
throughout my four years of PhD. Special thanks to Maudi and Femke from the International 
bureau, who organized all the visa procedures. Many thanks to Joke, from the Personnel bureau 
who helped me a lot with paper work in my last year of PhD. I am very thankful to Dik, Klaas 
and Roald, from the mechanical workshop, for always being willing to solve the problems of 
my equipments. The electronic workshop and the IT department for all the help during my 
PhD. I also would like to say thanks to Veronica, who kept my office always shining and was 
always willing to help and finally many thanks to the employees of the VU restaurant. 

 I would like to say thanks to all my Brazilian friends in Brazil for their support and under-
standing of my absence in many special moments. Also to my Brazilian friends in the Neth-
erlands for their support and care. Ge muito obrigada por todo o carinho e ajuda nesses quatro 
anos. Also thanks to my friends Arnoud, Kati and Tim for the nice time spent together. 

Gostaria de agradecer à todos da minha familia, por todo o carinho e compreensão. Em 
especial agradeço à minha mãe por todo o incentivo durante esses quatro anos e por ser essa 
super mãe! Ao meu pai, Isabel e minha irmãzinha Isadora por todo o carinho durante esses 
quatro anos. Aos meus avós, tios e minha priminha Mariana obrigada pelo apoio e por serem 
pessoas maravilhosas. Amo vocês, familia querida!  Hartelijke bedankt, mijn Nederlandse 
familie: Gerard en Margreet voor al uw zorg en liefde tijdens mijn tijd in Nederland, Marina, 
Piet, Mark en Sandra voor jullie steun en liefde. 

And the last but not least my dear boyfriend, Michel, for all your help, patience and love, 
for being this amazing person with whom I want to spend the rest of my life. Ik hou van jou. 

 Lygia


